
 

MUSIC SKILLS PROGRESSION 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 
 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Performing 

 

I can sing simple songs 

from memory with 

enjoyment, some 

expression and a sense of 

the shape of the melody.  

 

 I can experiment with 

using my voice in a 

variety of ways. 

 

I can make short/long 

and quiet/loud sounds 

using my voice and 

instruments. 

 

 

I can follow instructions 

on when and how to sing 

or play instruments. 

 

I can show awareness of 

pulse. 

 

I can copy simple rhythms 

with the help of word 

rhythms. 

I can sing simple songs 

from memory with 

enjoyment, good 

expression and with 

increasing control of 

pitch.  

  

I can use my voice 

confidently in a variety of 

ways. 

 

I can make short/long; 

low/high and quiet/loud 

sounds using my voice 

and instruments. 

 

I can follow the 

conductor. 

 

 

I can show the pulse 

using movements, body 

percussion and 

instruments. 

 

I can copy simple 

rhythms. 

I can sing songs with an 

increasingly good control 

of pitch and volume. 

 

 

 

I can remember the 

words of the song. 

 

 

I can play notes on an 

instrument with increasing 

control, including djembe 

drums and the recorder.  

 

I can remember short 

pieces of music by heart 

and perform them in a 

group.  

 

I can keep a steady 

pulse. 

 

 

I can maintain a simple 

part within group. 

 

I can sing in tune with 

others. 

 

 

I can control my voice 

and the sounds I make. 

I can remember the 

words of the song and 

pronounce them clearly 

and with good 

expression. 

 

I can play notes on an 

instrument with control 

and clarity, including 

djembe drums and the 

recorder. 

 

I can remember pieces of 

music by heart and 

perform them in a group. 

I can maintain a part 

within group showing 

awareness of others. 

I can sing in tune and 

expressively in a small 

group. 

 

I can sing a harmony part 

in a song and hold a part 

in a round. 

 

I can accompany singing 

with simple rhythmic or 

melodic patterns, 

including drums and the 

recorder. 

 

I can play instruments, 

including the djembe 

drums, glockenspiel and 

the recorder with 

confidence.  

 

I can perform musical 

pieces in small groups, 

including maintaining a 

simple part within the 

group on my own. 

I can sing in tune and 

expressively and with 

good breath control. 

 

I can sing a harmony part 

in a song and hold a part 

in a round confidently 

and accurately. 

 

I can accompany my 

singing with various 

instruments, including 

djembe drums and the 

ukulele. 

 

I can play instruments, 

including the djembe 

drums, glockenspiel and 

the recorder with control, 

clarity and good 

expression. 

 

I can perform solos. 

I can maintain a part on 

my own. 

Composing 

 

 

 

I can create a sequence 

of short and long sounds. 

 

I can choose sounds to 

create an effect. 

 

I can improvise short 

musical phrases and 

rhythmic patterns using 

my voice, body 

percussion or instruments.  

I can create new 

rhythms. 

I can sequence sounds to 

create an overall effect. 

 (E.g. story told in sound.) 

 

I can improvise and 

compose short musical 

phrases and rhythmic 

patterns using my voice, 

I can improvise short 

melodic phrases using my 

voice or tuned 

percussion/the recorder. 

 

I can create sound 

stories. 

 

I can create repeated 

rhythmic patterns on 

percussion instruments. 

I can improvise and 

compose melodic 

phrases using my voice or 

tuned percussion/the 

recorder. 

 

I can choose, order, 

combine and control 

sounds to create an 

effect. 

  

I can write new verses to 

song. 

 

I can compose a simple 

song. 

 

I can create a piece with 

rhythmic patterns. 

 

I can create a drone and 

simple (pentatonic) 

I can create a song with 

verses and a chorus. 

 

I can create a rhythmical 

piece with several parts 

in a small group.  

 

I can thoughtfully select 

elements for the desired 

effect. 

 



 body percussion or 

instruments.  

 

I can create simple 

accompaniments for 

songs. 

 

I can use digital 

technologies to 

compose. 

melodic ostinato as 

accompaniment for a 

piece of music. 

 

I can use digital 

technologies to compose 

and edit a piece of 

music. 

I can combine melody, 

rhythm and chords. 

 

I can use digital 

technologies to 

compose, edit and refine 

a piece of music. 

Transcribing I can draw pictorial 

representations of sounds. 

I can use symbols to 

represent sounds and 

patterns in a composition 

and use them to help 

with a performance.  

I can create my own 

symbols to write down 

rhythms, sounds and 

musical instructions. 

 

I can read B,A,G,E,D on 

the staff and identify 

crotchets, quavers, 

minims and semibreves. 

I can use note names to 

record melodies in writing 

when I compose.  

 

I can write down simple 

rhythmic patterns using 

conventional notation. 

I can work out most notes 

on the treble clef.  

I can understand and use 

simple time signatures. 

 

I can use note names to 

record melodies and 

begin to write them on a 

musical stave.  

 

I can write simple rhythms 

using conventional 

notation. 

 

I can understand the 

#(sharp) b(flat) symbols. 

I can read and create 

notes on the musical 

stave. 

 

I can write simple rhythms 

using conventional 

notation and fit them into 

bars. 

 

I understand the use of 

treble and bass clefs. 

Describing 

 

I can describe how music 

makes me feel. 

 

I can use vocabulary 

such as soft, loud, slow, 

fast, high, low. 

I can describe how music 

makes me feel and try to 

explain why. 

 

I can tell the difference 

between pulse and 

rhythm. 

 

I can recognise changes 

in dynamics and tempo 

and pitch. 

 

I can understand and use 

vocabulary such as 

pulse/beat; rhythm, 

melody, pitch, dynamics, 

tempo. 

 

I can describe why I like 

or dislike a piece of 

music. 

I can identify elements 

that need improving in a 

class performance. 

 

I can understand and use 

vocabulary such as 

pulse/beat; rhythm, 

melody, pitch, dynamics, 

tempo; texture and 

timbre. 

 

I can explain how certain 

arrangement of sounds 

can affect the mood of a 

piece of music. 

 

I can make suggestions 

how to improve a class 

performance.  

 

I can understand that 

certain types of music 

were popular in different 

periods.  

 

I can use new vocabulary 

such as round, lyrics, 

chorus and verse, drone, 

ostinato, 

accompaniment. 

  

I can identify the most 

common instruments of 

the orchestra. 

 

 

I can appreciate and 

describe music from 

different eras and places.  

 

I can use new 

vocabulary such as 

chord, major scale, 12-

bar blues. 

 

I can identify the 

instruments of the 

orchestra. 

 

I can describe how lyrics 

often reflect the cultural 

context of music and 

have social meaning. 

 

 


